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Ia Norfolk and along tba Eastern nora

of Virginia thi Cbrtstniaa dlnaara af
'hf> years prior lo the (hil uar u.-r'.

occasions by tbs tttth tot
v.-hirh partook of th** staborateneaa sad
luxury of banquets. This was du peate
ly to tho fa t that Norfolk, oaring ta
Its propinquity t'i roi lissa Moans and
tba I'nlt'-I Slat's navy-yarn, p
s.viai features which kum- lo its society
f-omethini* of a military aril nasal tim?**,
lt was not. an um -ri: mon. thing for from
MiaVfnty-iivo to an bundrsd gaeata ta .'lt
down at a Christmas dtnasMaBta, at
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th**, foot Uif* ho>t. i irf-.a¦ i>i iiaratiom*
wero made dag** hafOIaha lill f,ar Lh' ia
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A BC8Y TLMK.
As the Christina* holliiaya drew near

the southern goo-lwlfe (with (taught ra,

varied as the ggnfBM st a dinner at
tlnst-clariH hot 1; and the cooking of whlc
Brag far superior. When the guest
wara- _rst MndOCted to thi gnat dinner
tal,! tbSf found thu tioard loud, d wit
all the d. HeadSS ii|aon which they wer
to t.i tag.kal Th s vision of .. ssaabli
dellarhtai waa but momentary, howevei
nnd p.rrv.-l simply as an appattasr, fn
seam ly had tiny seat,-d tbaaaashraa, whe
tho six eoasrad male waitera, all traine
hands at the r-uialnesi, and ali attlr»*
tn a black, "Washington" coat, whit

Mar-.-ill.aa vest, and ba.afb troll ttO,
whl-k d away the edibles before their
ey* and transported thctn to B.hVtablaa,
wh. ra- stood Ktt wariin aral carvi rs ready
lo servo tho dish that a guest might
name.

vim ii xiv cooKnra
Hil h oyster soups Invariably led cff at

these dinners; then* wi rc various kinds
f.f tl ta Whits roch fish, sometimes) three-
fast lont,*; shad, mallet, etc. As many of
th- gaaata wara naval and military offl-
aara, their wives, and other merni'- r. .,f
th-ii famll.a-s, the dinners, In their pro¬
fusion of illshes and the Ingenuity and

ipiii of their "old-Virginia cooking,"
wt ira designed to masted them of the
llm-st dinners) which ever they had eaten
outre mr gad probably the design was

naors than gaoosaafal. 'rho hostess, from
l.f-r peal pit the head of the table, watch¬
ful nf the need"; of her guests, with
gtaacaa <»f the gpa or srttb motions of
tin* .!. ii, ati baada, directed the aaata*
iii. nts gad .ini. keiif-i the inteUlgaacaa of
th- trained nenrltaes to tba aeaeaattlea
of ev ry guest. There was no waiting
or delay at these dinners.certainly not
for til'* kih-M ani at tho intervals when
th.* racosaatra asuraaa wei. pastlrg the

gUMlS would lind the officious waiter at
his elbow raadp to mi his Ki''**¦* with wine
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The Chriatmaa days in ti-. B ith when

slavery was .-nu an "Instltutioa" la tbal
brought unalloyed enjepaawt to

tha plantation slaves, young and old.
I'..r th. rn th** foi'--ha lowing of tba
Chriatmaa holidays' pleaaaraa lay in the

| of OS ti. sh- i'. and hog?,
which .Iwaya to. k pin- g few dapa be¬
fore Christinas. Tiny stank] da Uris kill¬
ing bafora gt-at, bining Brea, which

thom forget that tho ground was

'roten, parbapa mid that tba cold *.aj

p thaaa < astana ti.- >*
ii- v. r lack i either tba enacted supper
snd liberal supplies of i" I aad pork,
win.h w.-r- glVSa to thom to laka to
tin is- cabins.

I'i Mrs. Bmedea*S "Memorials of 0
Bouthern Planter," from which l alrsady
bava quoted, ll b aaJd: "Music aad cards

.nus of au aorta oiled up a largo
s and half the night?.

The plantation was ag g iv a tl
The negroes in their hobday cl 'thea, wp rs
enjoying themselves In their own
and in the gr-at Imuae, Um, A l
g .lav tia ona if thc neighboring town:-;

-. lera i by Um n aacaoa ny t<> the
complete anj ryaaeat ol the boUdaya They
bad th.ir muatc aa dan ,t:g. too. The
sound of the fill les and banjos, and the
steady rhythm "f their darning feat
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Daring tba holidays tbi sxhlbitlona

of reveny .->.'ni tai ba the n.- -r apprecl*
Christmas among their

youthful pp.pulatif.il. t om rally, BO hinl-
plaoed i ¦.¦ maali lp U authority

to this Way n)0] lng 'hi I-::u
Ia lathera cltli n tbe

Christina i dlBBOr bl Slm-'-t univflia ll SI
th. attendant featurea of s,nta

claus gad tin* Chi trna I ¦-. tba ski *

gad wtoe gad ¦*gg1-**gl tba Cbriatiaaa
st,,, kl: ,t w.th toys ai, 1 ai,

files for tin- hiUlr.-n, th» ggaembUag Of
I in fcsti\ e reunions, ga Itt

tatn.n SXpreaalva Of good will, of "Merry
ChristmasT' to which asaap, anxious to

ill the good Wl.-ln S of the se;i«on

in ,,r,- gr, .tiny, aid "And Happy New
Tear!** Al Cbriatmaa, abm, Iaa h.uni of

v la ever wi le 0] tn.
I must add to this budget of CbllatlUM

*omethin« of the manner In
which Chrutauu gnd New-Tear'a Day
ar,- i. I,-I rate I in Louisiana among the
Creoles of that Slate, who are the de¬
scendants of the Colon:.il Kr-nch ut I
gpairish populations. Tioth Christmas-
I'.ty ani NeW*Year*e Day.the latter of

t years are faastg of obligation In
the Catholic Church. christin EJvs
among ths Creoles ls obasrvsd until arid*
nlglit bv tba reveilion, or vigil, or ''keep¬
ing wak." Whick ls made the occasion
Of faastlag Bad hilarity. Among the
sugar planters, ft '-mii-ily was tt
tom for their families and their Christ*
mas-Kve gaaata tp> sp. nd some baan of
the night at the sugar-In,n*--c-. where the
boiling of *he yalca of th- caae was in
progress Thara, a palatable beverage,
called Mn de canne (wiri'* of Un¬
made from the Juice of the cane
sort Of poach, ls concocted. At midnight
tba feasting ,-uip! revelry aad, the reve I-
lon ls over, and all attend the midnight

i tba parish church. The ml
mass waa als.i formerlv g feature of the
creole Christmas -Eve la tha towns and
cities, hut lt bocame common in Boms

far BOlSy and more or less IntoTl-
catsd maa ta eater churchei and disturb
worshippers during thc Mnricea There¬
fore, the authorities cf tin- church, m .nv

yeera tge, dlaeontlnued th** midnight
muss in the larger cities, an I the congre¬
gations now attend the ordinary early
mas*.

IN* CnEOLK BOMn,
The Craolea celebrate Chrrstmas-Pay

with a good dinner, of whi. h goml
?he national dish of I.,,u: | ..- ,, |_ tht
chef d'o, uvr.-. This toothsome djsh, a
rich broth, mad, of beef, ham, 0]
or shrimps, or crabs, arni eat. ri with i.

'tuite dry. ls called file for Stringy),
nt lt ls slightly thickened with a

powdar made from dried sassafras leaves.
lt la particularly di-Melous as a whole,
and undoubtedly one of the m st wi
aama ttJobeo pradaosd by combinations of
.liff, r.-nt kin,ls of food. On Chrlstmns-
Pap there ls cake and eggnog. The
children play: on Chrtstataa-Bve night
they are toM of "Hon Hqmme Nod"
(Coed Man Noel), who ls the Creole
ehbd'a Santa «*laus. During the night
amng some families a female servant,
enveloped in a sheet, knocks at the doo:
of the room In which the rhllilren are in
bed, p*?eps In, declares herself to be
"Krlshtlne," snd, exhibiting a switch,
Which she carries In her hand, threatens
a whipping to any child who may misbe¬
have on the next for Christmas) day. Hut
the children's stockings sre filled.
In thc days of slavery the planters af

Lou! siaag, as illd the planters throughout
the South, remembered their slaves gladly
and with liberal hands. New clothes and
bits of tlnery for the women, chlgno.is for

! head-covering, etc. together with csr.dv
anil toys for the children, were generously
bestowed. Sometimes, during this sesr-on.
when the peddlers, plodding slo.ig thc
MIsslsslppl-rlver roads, passed the plsn-
tatlons that skirted the river on euher
bank, with their packs of "notions."
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GREAT HOLIDAY
AT

MITTELDQRFER'S.
Thousands of dollars', worth of Toys, Fancy China. Bric-a-Brac at prices 'way

down below regular market value. Every item in our house is yours at prices
really lower than at many other places.

WHATA STOCK O F TOYS!
Everything Santa Claus ever intended for the children. Mechanical and Auto¬

matic Toys, Dolls, Carriages, Wagons, Games, Sleighs, Trunks, Lamp-Shades,
Shoo-Flies, Chairs, Wheelbarrows.everythingfrom everywhere. It's interesting
to see how the little folks take the surprise we give them. The little prices on

things'll surprise older folks, though. With years and years of experience in sup¬

plying the wants of Richmond's economical shoppers we are not only assured of

good things now, but so long as such broad business principles last.

DRESS GOODS.
BLACK AND N.WY BIOILIAH (ea-

tir> ly rn-w i. 56 Uicboi wile g( 82.
nnd 71 o , worth m nml 11.25.

HANDSOME BLACK MOHAIR BRO-
OADES fr..in _*c. to 31,"".

BLACK BOUCLE, very nobby, BO
tocbW wi'lf, nt 00ft, «| rt ii tl-

BLACK sn.l COLORED BOUOLES,ia
a 1 shu.!.s, Ht i c., worth T.'c.

ALL WOOLNIT'. HS. BS inches wide,
at SSC. ; lorna r prico 60ft

BLACK I.IZAKI) WiWK, bun.lsorueet
goodsiniportud. nt Ntl a*OCth8L75

A;itii"i.it.'st.!tv.'tsiu PANOYWEAVES
iu all shades, iroru 20 to 65*

PLAID BLACK MOHAIRS from 2."c,
to 31 pr yard.all tho tfo.

NOVELT1K8 IN PLAIDS from 17c. to

|1.25.»lD DOW styles.
I'LANNLLLI.l TKS. int wrappers, at

I0e, woith '_ic.

CRINKLED and CREPON SATINES,
lovely desiius, at I2t)c.

EO KS.

CHAIRS.
ROCKING-CHAIRS, «... 38, 48, 73, 80c,

gi, and up
PLUBH BOOKER, Bte.
("HAILS, 28, BS, 19, 7-j, 97c, and ap.
HIGH CHAIRS, 71a.

RUBBER TOYS.
RUBRKR PALLS, b\ 9, 16, 26, 47, 68*

up.
BCBBEB 1(01 HALLS, 49, 50, 70,

BO, Mo., udfla
BUBBEB DOLLS, CATS, DOGS,

ELEPHANTS, aad otbei BUBBEB
TOYS', too innm-roii** to mention, at

popubr pg

BTOBT-BOOKS of nil km li, from "c.
Up tl) H,

BOLLING (MUM: *-*. 2:. anl 47c.
li CK AMDBAW, 17 uni 906,
WAGONS, 28, 19, 78, 9Se., Si. 18 and

up.
[BON WAGONS, fl, 9L98, tl47, and

*>.
WHEELB1BBOW8, 16,28, .-.v.. torj-l.
BUCKBOARDS, BULKIESL
VELOCIPEDES, 11.92, 1147, $2.97,

and np.
TRICYCLES, 88.79, 31 88, to 8*9.
RAP. CARRIAGES, :.':?, ly, 74,97c,

11.46, .«*L'.>7. up to $7.
SLEIGHS, 47. 7.1. 98a, t>$r>.
DLSKs, 86e., 11.97, 88, to ?:..
SHOO LLILS. 7:j B7e., *.. 2'. 31.17, to

12.60.
SW 1nih NO HOBBES, HBO, 88.60,

84.15, to?'.'.
BIBQUE ORNAMENTS, 15, 2X :3'.», -47v

7;;, 98a., 61.28, 61.48, t<> 86.
SOUVENIR cr rs, 28, 17, BB, and .Vic.
LAMPS, with IhuBM anil dude'paper,

worth 8V'U. for BLI 3 -for Mooday
only.

LAM rs. 25, B7o., .*?:. 18.48, '31.79,
85.18, lo $10.

FANCY BOXES and other CHRIST¬
MAS I'll lskn raolalldeaehptioa

IRON TOYS.
IRON WAGONS,
IK'»\ ST l KI S.
[RON ENGINI 9
[ROS HOOK and LADDERS.
IRON BICK BOARDS.
[RON SLEIGHS^ all from 23c. np to

BS*
SOLDIER SC ITS, 21, 30, 48, 69, 89c,

m, up.
FIl KMEN sn rs. 88, 89, 97c. np.
TEA-SETS, WASH si TS, PEWTER

TEA-SETS, 13, 82, :.7. GO, 73c., 81,
Ul' tl |B 14 S.'t.

TIN TOYS.
TIN TRAINS, 22, 86, and I1-**.
TIN HORSES AND WA-.ONS, 9, 15,

'.Vi*, up.
TIN I.M.INKS, 28e
TIN HORNSbom 8 to 2."o.
TOOL CH KSTS, 28, 86, .r>0, 73, 9*0.,

61.25, *rl.4*<, np to $4.
DUI MS, 17, 28, 36, 47, 68, 89, and 98c.

GAMES.

DOLLS.
CRIN \ DOLLS. 3, 7. 9. nni 12c apt***
JOINTED DOLLS. [8,26, .', A, to

BIO.
DRE8S-DOLLB, 4», 7:.. BB*, 81.99,up.
NBGBO DOLLS, lOe t" Bl.
BISQUE DOLLS, \ 12, 28, BB, 68, 78c.

op.
KID BOD! dolls at all pri ¦aa .

up
ZULU DOLLS, soaiethiui7 new.

DOLL BEADS, l 23, 19c, op

GAME PARLOR-CROQUET, 48 and

GAME TEN-PI NS. ._>._, 4**. 73, and 97c.
HAME TBICK-BOXES, 28o,
(IAML BROWNIES, o
OAME WATERMELON, 73c.
GAME POOT-BaLL, Iff . mi nlfcawt

loo nunnrous to mention, from '.'c.

up t" 81*60,
PIANOS. 25, "in, 59, 74, 87o., IB, aud np.
mao I." last EHf. 24, !**, ::., 'Jtsc.,

BL $1.10, up to.*:.-.I'.

WOODEN TOYS.
BHIPS, 28.50, 7 c., BL an I SI 98.
sr LL KT CARS, 98o.
HOOK AND LADDERS, BBo.

VI'S. .-, 23, 1", i", 79, '.»9l*., and
np

TABLES, 10, 26, is, 78e , BL aad up.

ribbon*, etc., nn th lr back* or driving I
their bi ll) -'¦¦¦ ran

latera aroul
OUt |., th, ni

,- tn, y ari .¦. 1 arti al u' w*

.. in tou< h \\Ith toe :¦!

IT, lt;- " w*

fa thea areak) bt di

.r.a.' ia f-T tbi lr

.; of "hard timi -" bi iii"
of ol i. lt la ali:

DOm AWAY WITH.

The. Creole vonni: nun in thf* cita,

foi tn* rly war I
lawn to th- lr friend**1 housee, and,
¦tending in froal et their dawn oa the
itreet wool arona then wita

barrel shotguns m-d
n Tin a

would follow iBTitatlona Into l
tatted, and mumal pledgee in wine.

But thia custom now is with.

ij ola usually "hrtet-
mas In the "Am'Iti -an" fashion. Tli.* in¬

fill! nee of the latter, ee\ (all* in Kew
drinane, hus overcome tn traditionary
Preach and Spanish customs of their an-

eaton
There li ooo traditiaaal custom which

Mi,, crealeo itlll tatala With thea the
really great day of tha bti*Hay eeaaoa is

n.ia Vi-;ir'*-1 '..-¦ their Jour de PAn .'thc

i'av of thc Tear it ls th lr day f r

rnaKiiiu: family presents and giving moaey
to servants. It is also rnmfg old-fa-h-
loaed aii'i conservative Creolea a featl-
ly-dav. Thc hoad ©f the Mill) Ute
graadfatber gad great-grandfather of *

Butaerona poeteritjr.gath ra ai.out him,
trlareblal fashion, al his dinner-

table, .-ii his d.-p. n.i.mts, young aad old,
the whroo of iii-* sons gad tb husbands
af bia dang] Thi .¦ ¦ il the fan*, ly
puah***, they drink Bordeaux arlaei
Preach clareta, ead tweet cordiali
eat thc delicate torbay and
rounded by ail of bia nam" aad blood
llaoaga thc old Creole of Louisiana ls

happy un Nea >¦.. and maltee all
about him happy, tollbai atorlea of old
times and ¦ uga of tbe past,

CRARLJ-8 PATTI IN DIM1TRT.

i liri »l mn.11.lt-.

(Written for the Dispatch.)
Sw :!-. the chilli's from the belfries are

rinnlag,
Gladly ihe song of redemption we're slng-

liie.
ml higher the full notes ascend-

Lase
Chime from thc bells with the soft von.* I

Uandina<
Why so triumphant his song In Hg ful-

n'-as
"Olory to Col in the highest," exalted;

softly the gntlt- notes
failing;

"Good will toward men," angel voices
are calling.

Holy, holy, holy.
The Christ has descended.
II alvin has opened to give us a guerdon;
I'ralsc, then, forever,- be offered unceas¬

ing.
Praise then, and "Glory to God In the

highest."
Hrtng loving gifts as th What men of old,
Fragrant the Incense and shining the

gold:
Hang hlch the holly green, sweet fir, end

Mistletoe woven with low cedar vin*.
¦ly greeting the bleat Natal m.irn,

Holiest of days, that our Saviour was
born.

Joyous the p-ali from the belfries are
ringing,

nearly and sweetly the voices are slng-
Ing,

Rising and falling In melody blended.
Praise -',«». our Saviour, born, risen.

eaotaCaad
S. ADA BRR'-.

Aw Awful Threat.
Un. Ferry: Dear, that n.-.*ktle ls get¬

ting frightfully see«ly. Mr Karry: I
guess lt will do for another week or tw
Mrs. Ferry: George Ferry, if you don't
come home to-night with a new tie on
I ah.ill buy you one myself.

arila Claus
STA'S.

Xmas
We have a lar_*e stnck of strictly first -class goods, which we

will sell nt very Low Price?. As ma do not propose to carry over

anv goods you will save money liv dealing with us. It pays
to buy Pure Goods. We have them.so call. If you do uot
..vant your supplies now, then leave your orders and we will
deliver them at any time you say. What do you think of these
randy prices, and remember, pure goods?__
Choc. 'Ute (ream Drops, '2 lb* for -,"*c. Our Tin-Top Mixture, 40a per lb. Il
/.gsorted Caramels, 2 lbs for 2oc «_»!J * **.¦_. , . , . ,_Onr Own Make, praia, mixed, 2 lbs
Cream Almonds, '2 o. lb. for i,*,c#
French Mixed Candy, 2 lbs for 15a N«* viied Nuts, 15c, or 2 lbs for 2,">e.

j Christu.gi-Tree Ornaments .large stook,
Hand Ms.lo (ream, mixed; aomething prettier than ever. Mnst bi seen to

nice, 5 lbs for81. ' be appreciated. Cornucopias, all size**.
Do you appreciate Good Fruit-Cake when you see it ? No! you

must taste it. We give you this privilege. If you don't think it ia
the best, then don't buy it.

All other varieties of Cakes.Almond, Angel, Citron, Poand, Wine, Jelly,
and Sj-onge ( ukes, all sizca. Umall Cake* ni great variety. We make a specialty
of l-'micj tnkea
lCK-CKEAM in all FLAVORS and SHAPES,

The latest designs. Special designs for Christmas dinners. Watch for out

Christmas nu-u,..

CANDY B0XE5 IN GREAT VARIETY.
Wo have two t_oa__a_d Small laney Baskets which von csn have verj

cheap. Ihey are al1, new. Wo boudit Ihtn cheap and will give jon ihj benefit.

FIREWORKS!
FIREWORKS!

FIRE-CRACKERS..Fourteen Packs for 25c. Others in pro*
portion.

H W. MOESTA,
/// East Alain Street.

Write for Prices.

Area Glass. 95,000 Square Feet. Greenhouse, Brook Road.

W. A. HAMMOND,
SPECIALTIES.

American Beauty Roses.
Plant Decorations.
Palms and Ferns.

107 E. Brod Street,
RICHMOND, VA.

,.-*.-.-. ._ a..a.i


